Cadaver donation: a retrospective review at the King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital, Bangkok.
Cadavers are a crucial resource for medical education. Currently, donation is the only means of obtaining cadavers for use in Thai medical schools. Some traditional beliefs result in an insufficient number of donated cadavers. This shortage of cadavers may affect the quality of medical training. We report on the present situation regarding the quantity and usage of donated cadavers in the King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital, Bangkok, during the eight years between 1993 and 2000. During this period, 19,674 cadavers became available (2.459.3 +/- 1,243.7 cadavers/year) as the result of advanced donation. However, only 619 cadavers (3.1%) were actually obtained. Poor preservation and delayed delivery contributed to the underutilization; furthermore, some cadavers were reclaimed. In order to increase the number of cadavers and maintain the quality of medical education, the appropriateness and importance of cadaver donation should be emphasized to the public.